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surgical to the medical wards of the Royal
Infirmary. That I must have been unin-
fluenced by any partiality towards that

gentleman, in the representation which I
then gave of him, will be sufficiently appa-
rent from a perusal of what I said after his
appointment to a surgeoncy in the Hospital,
in March last. I then spoke of him rela-
tively to a candidate for the situation which
he at that time obtained, precisely in the
same terms as I would have done on a recent
occasion, the circumstances of the contest

being’ the same ; but, perceiving that on his
election he formed an honourable exception
to his colleagues in the discharge of his
duties, I considered it but just to give him
full credit for his exertions, even at the risk
of appearing to contradict what I had pre-
viously advanced. The propriety and jus-
tice of these motives can scarcely admit of
dispute; Dr. Cullen’s conduct in the surgical
wards being witnessed by many pupils, to
whom I appeal, if they have not seen him as
courteous and communicative at the bed side
of the patient, as he has been pains-taking
in his explanations of post-mortem examina-
tions and operations in the theatre. With
the nature of the dispute between him and
his clinical clerk, I am quite unacquainted,
further than I have learned for the first time
fiom the letter of your correspondent; nor
am I at all concerned in the transaction,
further than to substantiate an assertion of
mine, to the effect that Dr. Cullen’s known
willingness to communicate instruction had
collected around him a number of pupils, in
the ordinary physician’s wards. Your cor-

respondent seems to doubt the correctness
of this inference; and states, that Dr. Cul-
len’s quarrel with his clerk was the real
cause of the pupils crowding around him.
The difference of opinion between us on this
point is very easily adjusted by a reference
to 11 dates," which, as Van Bntchell has it,
"expose fiction." My notice of the dis-

puted fact was written on the second day of
Dr. Cullen’s taking charge of the medical
wards ; and, I believe, before any dispute
had occurred between him and his clerk; so
that it is pretty evident no crowd could have
been then drawn about him by a cause which
did not at the time really exist. Whether
his followers were subsequently increased in
number in the expectation of being amused
by his classical objurgations with clerks and
nurses, I cannot pretend to say ; for, though
a very ubiquitous sort of personage, I cannot
be in all parts of the Royal Infirmary at the
same time. But with this or the other parts
of your correspondent’s letter, I have nothing
to do, and shall add nothing more than merely
to observe, that if he considered Dr. Cul-
len’s conduct improper towards persons act-
ing under him, T think G. W. N. was per-
fectly right in the course which he adopted.

ST. BARTHOLOMEW’S HOSPITAL.

LITHOTOMY.&mdash;INFLAMMATORY ATTACK, AND

SLIGHT H&AElig;MORRHAGE AFTER THE OPERA-
TION.

JAMES BATCOCK, three years and a half old,
was admitted into the hospital, under the
care of Mr.Lawrence, having had symptoms ofstone in the bladder for the last eighteen ortwenty months. Although looking healthy,
he has been delicate from his birth; he
could not go alone till the age of two years
and a quarter, and was supposed to have
some disease of the spine ; he has occasion-
ally suffered prolapsus ani, particularly during
dentition, and has waked in the night and
cried for two hours or more without any ap-
parent cause. He was observed to make
water with difficulty a year and a half ago,
and this has continued in a greater or less
degree to the present period. For the last
four months he has been in the habit of
rubbing the penis, pinching and pulling the
fore-skin, sometimes suffering great pain,
and enjoying, at others, long intervals of ease.
The urine has always been clear and natural
when voided ; but has deposited a slimy se-
diment after standing for a few hours. The

mother, who is an intelligent woman, has
carefully attended to the diet, and state of
the bowels. A stone having been immedi-
ately felt on sounding, the child was ad-
mitted : milk diet and opening medicine
were ordered. The operation was perform-
ed with Blizard’s knife, and two small stones,
which were grasped together, were extract-
ed with the greatest facility. They were
each about the size of a nut, hard, smooth,
and apparently composed of uric acid. Four
or five ounces of blood were fost in the
operation ; but the haemorrhage soon ceased.
He slept well through the whole night, and
was quite comfortable on the following day,
when the water passed partly by the penis,
and partly through the wound. The bowels
were open without medicine. In the after=

noon, however, he was seized with pain in
the region of the pubes, which was tender
on pressure, and rather tense ; his face was
of a livid red, and then turned pale. Mr.
Caswell, the House Surgoeon, very promptly
and judiciously directed the proper treat-
ment ; viz. ten leeches over the pubes, im-
mersion in the warm bath, and subsequent
wrapping in a warm blanket ; afterwards a
dose of calomel and rhubarb, to be followed
by castor oil in the morning. He was rest-
less and thirsty during the night, and the
warm bath was repeated in the morning.
After this he was easy. On the thizd day he
was quite free from pain, and al together much
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better. There was an ecchymosed appear-ance of the scrotum, near the wound, which
frightened the mother ; the wound, however,
was quite healthy, and the urine flow-
ed freely both ways. As he was still thirsty,
the simple saline mixture was ordered for
him to drink when he liked. On the fifth

day a few clots of blood passed through the
wound, and some blood flowed through the
urethra; but this soon ceased sponta-
neously.

14th day. He has continued improving ;
a little water comes occasionally through
the wound, which is nearly closed. The
mother was advised to take him home to the
country, where he could have every atten-
tion and comfort, with the advantage of
good air. He was accordingly discharged.
The staff used in this instance differed

from those usually employed, and was found
to pass the urethra and enter the bladder
with the greatest ease, and to answer all the
purposes of the operation very well. The
curve described a portion of a smaller circle
than in the common staves, and the end of
the instrument was not prolonged beyond
the semicircle of the curve. Instruments
of the ordinary shape are not only intro-
duced with difficulty, from their curve being
quite different from that described by the
urethra of the young subject, but they have
the further inconvenience of projecting to.
wards the rectum and bottom of the bladder,
so as to create additional difficulty and dan-
ger in the operation. Mr. Lawrence has
seen great embarrassment produced by this
circumstance only ; it is entirely avoided by
employing the kind of staff just described,
which lies close under the pubis, and to-
wards the fundus of the bladder, and thus
leaves the space for the knife, or gorget,
and the forceps, which is always narrow in
the child,,quite free. The same configura-
tion of the staff, mutatis mutandis, is best at
all ages. The urine flowed partly through
the penis on the first day after the opera-
tion; and Mr. Lawrence has generally ob-
served this to happen within the first four
days in children. In two instances he has
seen the water discharged the natural way
from the time of the operation ; none hav-
ing- passed through the wound. In a gen-
tleman of 60, on whom he operated lately,
the urine came by the wound entirely on
the seventh day ; the wound had healed and
the patient left his bed on the l4th day.
The explanation of these circumstances, in
Mr. Lawrence’s opinion, is, that Blizard’s
Imife makes a small opening only in the

prostate ; the finger and the forceps extend
this, so that the stone is drawn out through
an aperture principally made by dilatation.
The parts recovering themselves after this
extension restore the continuity of the
canal.

ST. THOMAS’S HOSPITAL.

WOUND OF THE INTEGUMENTS OF THE KNEE,
FOLLOWED BY SUPPURATION OFTHEJOINT,
AND GANGRENE OF THE LEG&mdash;AMPUTA-

TION BY MR.TRAVERS.

HENRY CAULFIELD, setat. 52, of unhealthy
appearance, lax fibre, and very intemperate
habits, was admitted into George’s Ward,
on the 23d of December, under the care of
Mr. Travers, on account of injury to the
knee.

Upon examination, it was found that a
portion of integument, of about the size of a
crown-piece, was removed from over the
right patella; the bone, at its upper part,
, being denuded to the extent of about half
m inch. The edges of the wound were
irregular, and slightly inflamed ; the skin
3n the inner side of the knee was much
grazed, and dirt was intermingled.
The treatment pursued on admission was

as follows:&mdash;the wound was well cleansed,
a piece of simple dressing applied, and over
it a poultice. The limb was kept in the
straight position.
December 26. There is a slight dis.

charge of pus from the wound, which is
granulating and healthy in appearance;
the man complains of no pain in the joint,
and is free from constitutional disturbance.
At the lower part of the patella there is a
dark coloured slough of the size of a shil.
ling. -oartiallv adherent.

Ordered, three grains of the sulphate of

quinine twice a day, with the application ofdilute nitric acid lotion to the slough. A

pint of porter daily.January 30. From the date of the last
report, to the present time, the man has
been going on well; the wound healthy and
healing. To-day he complains of severe

pain in the joint, greatly aggravated on

motion and upon making pressure on the
side of the wonod, a quantity of f&oelig;tid pus
issues. The slough, at the lower part of
the patella, has partially separated, leaving
the bone exposed. There is now much
febiile excitement ; the pulse small and
ouick bowels costive.

February 2. Tbeie is an opening on

the outer side, evidently leading to the

joint, from which a large quantity of offen-
sive, dark-coloured pus is discharged. The

joint is tumefied, generally. The pulse con-
tinues quick aud small, with some degree
of sharpness.
He was directed, on the 31st, six ounces

of port wiue, daily, and a grain of opium at
bed-time.

4. A probe can now readily be passed
into the joint on the outer side ; the dis-
charge is very copious. The dresser, Mr,


